
Information Services Division 
Results of Consultation on ISD Heart Disease and Stroke Publications – March 2013 

Results of Consultation on ISD Heart Disease 
and Stroke Statistics Publications 
 
 
Background 
 
In September 2012, ISD proposed a number of changes to the annual heart disease and 
stroke publications on the ISD website. 
 
In determining the frequency and timing of the release of statistics, ISD has an obligation to 
take into account the range of users, and uses, of these statistics, as well as the obligation to 
publish data as soon as it is practicable. ISD held a consultation with users and stakeholders 
on the planned changes between 27th September 2012 and 25th October 2012.   
 
The main reasons for changing the content of the publication were: 
 

• To ensure that ISD is supporting public health by producing high quality information 
and making the best use of the resources available for heart disease and stroke work. 

• To focus on the heart disease and stroke statistics that we believe to be of most value 
to users. 

• To reduce the number of tables for which data suppression is required for disclosure 
control purposes due to the small number of cases. 

• To standardise the content of the publication so that it can be delivered annually 
using the resources that are allocated to it. 

 
Consultation 
 
The consultation opened on 27th September 2012 and the following groups of stakeholders 
were consulted: 
 

• Directors of Public Health 
• Scottish Government 
• Information managers within Health Boards 
• Selected clinicians 
• ScotSTAT email distribution group (www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/scotstat) 
• Third sector 

 
In addition to these users, ISD promoted the consultation on the front page of its website, as 
well as on the heart disease and stroke pages of the website. A reminder about the 
consultation was sent to stakeholders one week prior to the consultation closing. 
 
Five questions were asked in the consultation.   
 

1. How often do you use the Heart Disease and Stroke statistics that are published by 
ISD?   Daily / Weekly / Monthly / Occasionally / Never 

2. What section or table of the Heart Disease and Stroke area of the ISD website do you 
find most useful and why? 

3. What section or table of the Heart Disease and Stroke area of the ISD website do you 
find least useful and why? 

4. Do the planned changes to the Heart Disease and Stroke statistics leave any gaps in 
your information requirements? If yes, please specify. 

5. Do you have any other comments about the planned changes? 
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Findings 
 
Two responses were received.  One from a public sector organisation and one from a third 
sector organisation.  
 
While broadly supportive of the proposed changes, there were two areas highlighted where 
the organisations responding wished to retain publishing additional information:   
 

• prevalence information for heart disease and  
• information at local authority area. 

 
 
There are high level estimates of CHD prevalence available elsewhere on the ISD website as 
part of the Quality and Outcomes Framework (QOF) and from other sources such as the 
Scottish Health Survey (2009).  Links are provided to both of these from the heart disease 
web pages.  For this reason, it was decided not to add additional prevalence information to 
the Heart Disease and Stroke publication. 
 
Local information would continue to be provided at council area level for deprivation and 
mortality data and at Community Health Partnership level for prescribing and hospital activity 
data. 
 
While not all of the additional information that was suggested was included in the December 
2012 publication, this feedback on the additional analyses will be reviewed and considered for 
future publications.   
 
 
Publication 
 
The heart disease and stroke publications were released on 18th December 2012. As part of 
the publication there is an option to rate the publication and provide comments.  ISD will 
review any comments that are received following the publication and if appropriate take 
account of these for any future publication.   
 
ISD would welcome any further comments and suggestions on the heart disease and stroke 
publications. If you wish to contact ISD about these publications, please email 
nss.isdhdstroke@nhs.net. 
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